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MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
COWAL GOLD MINE 

COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING 
AND CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE (CEMCC) 

 
Wednesday 3 September 2014 
9.00 am – Cowal Gold Mine   
Minutes taken by:  Elliot Willemsen-Bell 

 
Attendees:  
Independent Chair:    Margaret MacDonald-Hill (MMH) 
Barrick: Alan Fearon (AF), Garry Pearson (GP) and 

Shane Goodwin (SG)   
Community Members: Angus Stitt (AS) and Lucy Buttenshaw (LB)  
Lake Cowal Landholders Association: Bruce Dent (BD) 
Bland Shire Council: Neil Pokoney (NP) 
Lachlan Shire Council:   Graham Scott (GS)  
Forbes Shire Council:    Brian Mattiske (BM) 
      Graham Miller (GM) 
Wiradjuri Condobolin Corporation:  Terry Williams (TW) 
Lake Cowal Foundation:   N/A 
  
Observers:  Jason Floyd (Barrick Cowal Mining Manager) 
 
Apologies: David Carter, Daryl Neilson, Jenene McGrath, Cr Hampton 
 
ITEM ACTION 
1.0 Welcome 
 
Independent Chair, Margaret MacDonald-Hill opened the meeting at 9.16 am. 
 

 

2.0 Declaration of Interest 
 
Margaret MacDonald-Hill declared her interest as Independent Chair of the 
CEMCC, appointed by the Director General of the Department of Planning and 
Infrastructure.  For record purposes, Margaret advised the committee she is a 
member of the Mine Subsidence Board and the Minister’s Arbitration Panel. 
Margaret also declared that she receives payment via a Trust established by the 
Bland Shire Council for her work as Chair of the CEMCC. 
 
For a full Declaration of Interest for all members, see Attachment A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SG 

3.0 Confirmation of Minutes 
Moved: Neil Pokoney  
Seconded: Graham Scott   
Accepted. 
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4.0 Business Arising from previous Minutes 
 

MMH discussed the Trust Fund, set up to cover costs associated with the running 
of the CEMCC, including independent review. The Funds currently has 
approximately $25,000 available.  All agree to leave as is for now. 
 
The issue of use of Bogeys Island Road was also raised. SG explained that 
Lachlan Shire had included a submission with the Modification to have Bogeys 
Island excluded from the Approved Routes in the Development Consent 
Conditions. This request was not included in the most recent determination, and 
as such Barrick have reverted to using Bogeys Island Road. 
 
SG discussed the “Driving Change” Program that was presented as a Cowal 
Partnering Program at the last CEMCC. Unfortunately, the organisation was not 
able to broaden the scope of the program, and as such Barrick did not proceed 
with the partnership. 
 
AS complimented GP and his team for the consistently high standard of the 
AEMR. 
 
TW will present on the Wiradjuri Condobolin Corporation at a future meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Correspondence 
 
In 
Email dated 20/6/14 - Barrick, NF&O incident report 
Letter dated 1/7/14 - Barrick enclosing complaints register 
Letter dated 2/7/14 - Barrick enclosing Cowal update 
Letter dated 9/7/14 - Barrick enclosing IEA 
Email dated 21/7/14 - Barrick, NF&O incident report 
Letter dated 12/8/14 - Barrick enclosing 2013 AEMR 
Out 
Letter dated 12/6/14 - thank you to Garry Shaw 
Email dated 21/8/14 - to CEMCC on cyanide recertification 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.0 Reports  
 
Shane Goodwin provided a detailed account of Barrick Cowal’s Community 
Relations Activities over the past three months – See the attached presentation for 
more information (Attachment B).   
 

� Community Relations activities 
� Wiradjuri update 
� Complaints/Grievances 
� Modification Proposal Update 
� Upcoming activities 
� Cowal Partnering Program discussion 
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Complaints/Grievances 
 
The 4 complaints received since the last meeting were from two individual 
stakeholders: 
 
� The complaints received relate to: 

� Blasting (3) 
� Driver behaviour (1) 

 
Modification Proposal Update 
SG advised that on 22 July 2014, the DP&E made a Determination and provided 
revised Development Consent Conditions in response to the Modification 
Proposal. Whilst Barrick is in the process of reviewing the new requirements, the 
following are of key significant to the CEMCC: 
 

x Increased environmental monitoring from bi-annually to quarterly. NP 
stated that it was a key role of the CEMCC to verify monitoring and 
ensure adequate reporting on environmental issues by Barrick. At no time 
have the CEMCC expressed any dissatisfaction with the current 
monitoring and reporting processes, so why have the DP&E doubled the 
requirements? 
 
MMH suggested that correspondence be drafted to DP&E noting the 
changes and stating that the CEMCC feels the previous standard is 
sufficient. 

 
x SG also discussed new reporting process for complaints and grievances. 

Complaints/grievances are to be reported monthly, and displayed on the 
Barrick website. Despite there being no requirement for complaint reports 
to be published on the Bland Shire Council website, SG said that Barrick 
would continue to make reports available by this method. 

 
Cowal Partnering Program – An overview of recent activities to promote the new 
system of funding rounds, including information sessions, advertising and local 
news media articles. 
 
Ten proposals were discussed: 

x Community Mental Health Event – Bland Shire Council 
x NAIDOC Celebration – West Wyalong Local Aboriginal Land Council 
x Hear the Bush Beat – Burcher Progress Association 
x Mining Along the Lachlan – Condobolin and District Historical Society 
x Bland Shire Children and Youth Mental Health Program – Murrumbidgee 

Local Health District 
x Harmony – Wyalong Public School 
x Safety, Health and Work – Havannah House 
x Equipment Upgrade – West Wyalong Men’s Shed 
x Rural Women and Youth in Agriculture – Central West Farming Systems 
x Joey Reading Group – Born to Read 

 
There was discussion over all proposals, with positive comments and 
recommendations from the Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MMH 
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Garry Pearson provided a detailed account of Barrick Cowal’s Environment 
Department Activities over the past three months – See the attached presentation 
for more information (Attachment C). 
 
He noted that the Rehabilitation Management Plan (RMP) would be sent to all 
CEMCC Members for review, as would the Independent Monitoring Panel 
Report.  
 
6.0 General Business 
 
SG discussed the Future Land Use Advisory Committee (FLUAC), which would 
be formed to discuss options use of Barrick land, following closure.  The 
Committee would be made up of impacted stakeholders, including local 
landholders, Wiradjuri representatives, Council and the LCF.  
 
BM asked if FLUAC discussions will include the borefields, and SG said this 
issue would be discussed, but any negotiation would be around the existing 
easement agreements. 
 
AS  said that there were family burial plots on Barrick land, and that while 
Barrick gave free access, he wanted to ensure this continued after Barrick left. 
 
The Social Impact Assessment was also discussed, and SG stated that Barrick did 
not want to release the SIA prior to the determination of the Modification. Bland 
Shire Council has recently formed a Committee to address the issues within the 
SIA, and that Barrick was involved in that Committee. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7.0 Meeting Closed – 11.10am 
 
 

 

8.0 Next Meeting 
 
Wednesday 3rd December 2014, at the Lake Cowal Conservation Centre. 
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ATTACHMENT A – COMMUNITY RELATIONS PRESENTATION 
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Community Environmental Monitoring and Consultative 
Committee (CEMCC) 

Declarations of interest: 

Margaret MacDonald-Hill - Independent Chair 
x Appointed by DG of DP&E, paid via Trust administered by Bland Shire Council 
x Member of the Mine Subsidence Board 
x Member of the Ministers' Arbitration Panel 

Angus Stitt – Community Representative, West Wyalong 
x Receives reimbursement of travel costs for attending CEMCC meetings, from time to time 

 

Lucy Buttenshaw – Community Representative, West Wyalong 
x Nil 

 

Jenene McGrath – Community Representative, West Wyalong 
x Nil 

 

David Carter – Community Representative, Condobolin 
x Nil 

 

Bruce Dent – Lake Cowal Landholders Association 
x Noise Mitigation Agreement in accordance with Development Consent Conditions 
x Receives reimbursement of travel costs for attending CEMCC meetings, from time to time 

 

Neil Pokoney – Bland Shire Council Representative 
x Barrick is a ratepayer within the Bland Shire 
x Barrick has entered into a Roads Maintenance MOU with Bland Shire Council 
x Barrick has provided financial support for certain community events, initiatives, and 

infrastructure operated by the Bland Shire Council 
 

Graham Scott – Lachlan Shire Council Representative 
x Barrick is a ratepayer within the Lachlan Shire 
x Barrick is a customer (subscriptions and advertising) of The Lachlander newspaper, of which, 

Mr Scott is the Editor 
x Barrick has entered into a Roads Maintenance MOU with Lachlan Shire Council 
x Barrick has provided financial support for certain community events, initiatives, and 

infrastructure operated by the Lachlan  Shire Council 
 

Brian Mattiske – Forbes Shire Council Representative 
x Barrick is a ratepayer within the Forbes Shire 
x Barrick pays annual easement payments to the Forbes Shire Council for properties owned by 

Council 
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x Barrick pays annual easement payments to entities which Mr Mattiske maintains a financial 
interest in for properties owned by those entities 

x Barrick pays an annual fee for Temporary Water Transfer Agreements to entities which Mr 
Mattiske maintains a financial interest  

x Barrick has provided financial support for certain community events, initiatives, and 
infrastructure operated by the Forbes Shire Council 

 

Daryl Neilson – Lake Cowal Foundation and Independent Scientist 
x Receives reimbursement of travel costs for attending CEMCC meetings, from time to time 
x Director of Lake Cowal Foundation which receives annul payments from Barrick 

 

Terry Williams – Wiradjuri Condobolin Corporation 
x Wiradjuri Condobolin Corporation receives compensation payments in accordance with 

Native Title requirements 
x Wiradjuri Condobolin Corporation is a contractor to Barrick at the Cowal Gold Project 
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ATTACHMENT B – COMMUNITY RELATIONS PRESENTATION 
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ATTACHMENT C – ENVIRONMENTAL DEPARTMENT PRESENTATION 
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