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MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
COWAL GOLD MINE 

COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING 
AND CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE (CEMCC) 

 
Wednesday 4 March 2014 
9.00 am – Cowal Gold Mine   
Minutes taken by:  Shane Goodwin 

 
Attendees:  
Independent Chair:    Margaret MacDonald-Hill (MMH) 
Barrick: Garry Pearson (GP), Shane Goodwin (SG)  
Community Members: Angus Stitt (AS), Lucy Buttenshaw (LB) and 

Dave Carter (DC) 
Bland Shire Council: Neil Pokoney (NP) 
Forbes Shire Council:    Graeme Miller (GM) 
Lake Cowal Foundation:   Daryl Nielsen (DN) 
  
 
Apologies: Jenene McGrath, Bruce Dent, Cr Graham Scott, David Carter, Ally Coe,  
Cr Brian Mattiske, Cr Leeanne Hampton. 
 
ITEM ACTION 
1.0 Welcome 
 
Independent Chair, Margaret MacDonald-Hill opened the meeting at 9.08 am. 
 

 

2.0 Declaration of Interest 
 
Margaret MacDonald-Hill declared her interest as Independent Chair of the 
CEMCC, appointed by the Director General of the Department of Planning and 
Infrastructure.  For record purposes, Margaret advised the committee she is a 
member of the Mine Subsidence Board. Margaret also declared that she receives 
payment via a Trust established by the Bland Shire Council for her work as Chair 
of the CEMCC.  
 
For a full Declaration of Interest for all members, see Attachment A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.0 Business Arising from previous Minutes 
 

Nil 
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Correspondence 
 
In 
22/12/14 - email Barrick NF&O incident report 
13/2/15 - email Barrick on Revised RMP&  Long term Land Use Strategy 
13/2/15 - email Barrick NF&O incident report 
2/3/15 - email Barrick on Revised Decommissioning Strategy for Water 
Management Structures & Long term Management of Final Void and Lake 
Protection Bund  
 
Out 
16/2/15 - email to CEMCC Revised RMP & Long term Land Use Strategy 
2/3/15 - forward email 2/3/15 to CEMCC 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.0 Reports  
 
Shane Goodwin provided a detailed account of Barrick Cowal’s Community 
Relations Activities over the past three months – See the attached presentation for 
more information (Attachment B).  He also provided a briefing on Barrick’s 
recent Q4 2014 Results Announcement which included comments relevant to the 
ongoing ownership of the Cowal Gold Mine. 
 

� Community Relations activities 
� Complaints/Grievances 
� Upcoming activities 
� Cowal Partnering Program  

 
Complaints/Grievances 

 
The 5 complaints received since the last meeting were from five individual 
stakeholders: 
 
� The complaints received relate to: 

� Driver behaviour (3) 
� Employee behaviour (1) 
� Property damage (1) 
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Garry Pearson provided a detailed account of Barrick Cowal’s Environment 
Department Activities over the past three months – See the attached presentation 
for more information (Attachment C). 
 

 
 
 
 

5.0 General Business 
 
It was requested that future meeting minutes include a list of Common Acronyms 
and their definitions (Attachment D) 
 
2015 Preliminary Meeting Schedule: 

x 4 March, 2015 – Cowal Gold Mine 
x 3 June 2015, Venue TBA 
x 9 September 2015, Venue TBA 
x 2 December 2015, Venue TBA 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.0 Meeting Closed –11.45am 
 
Available CEMCC Members were invited to go on a guided tour of the Cowal 
Gold Mine following the meeting. 
 

 

7.0 Next Meeting 
 
Wednesday 3rd June 2015, at Bland Shire Council Chambers, West Wyalong. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
CEMCC Meeting Minutes, 4th March 2015 

Page 4 of 39 
 

ATTACHMENT A – CEMCC MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
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Community Environmental Monitoring and Consultative 
Committee (CEMCC) 

Declarations of interest: 

Margaret MacDonald-Hill - Independent Chair 
x Appointed by DG of DP&E, paid via Trust administered by Bland Shire Council 
x Member of the Mine Subsidence Board 

 
Angus Stitt – Community Representative, West Wyalong 

x Receives reimbursement of travel costs for attending CEMCC meetings, from time to time 
 

Lucy Buttenshaw – Community Representative, West Wyalong 
x Nil 

 

Jenene McGrath – Community Representative, West Wyalong 
x Nil 

 

David Carter – Community Representative, Condobolin 
x Nil 

 

Bruce Dent – Lake Cowal Landholders Association 
x Noise Mitigation Agreement in accordance with Development Consent Conditions 
x Receives reimbursement of travel costs for attending CEMCC meetings, from time to time 

 

Neil Pokoney – Bland Shire Council Representative 
x Barrick is a ratepayer within the Bland Shire 
x Barrick has entered into a Roads Maintenance MOU with Bland Shire Council 
x Barrick has provided financial support for certain community events, initiatives, and 

infrastructure operated by the Bland Shire Council 
 

Graham Scott – Lachlan Shire Council Representative 
x Barrick has been a ratepayer within the Lachlan Shire 
x Barrick is a customer (subscriptions and advertising) of The Lachlander newspaper, of which, 

Cr Scott is the Editor 
x Barrick has entered into a Roads Maintenance MOU with Lachlan Shire Council 
x Barrick has provided financial support for certain community events, initiatives, and 

infrastructure operated by the Lachlan  Shire Council 
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Brian Mattiske – Forbes Shire Council Representative 
x Barrick is a ratepayer within the Forbes Shire 
x Barrick pays annual easement payments to the Forbes Shire Council for properties owned by 

Council 
x Barrick pays annual easement payments to entities which Mr Mattiske maintains a financial 

interest in for properties owned by those entities 
x Barrick pays an annual fee for Temporary Water Transfer Agreements to entities which Mr 

Mattiske maintains a financial interest  
x Barrick has provided financial support for certain community events, initiatives, and 

infrastructure operated by the Forbes Shire Council 
 
Graeme Miller – Forbes Shire Council Representative 

x Barrick is a ratepayer within the Forbes Shire 
x Barrick pays annual easement payments to the Forbes Shire Council for properties owned by 

Council 
x Barrick has provided financial support for certain community events, initiatives, and 

infrastructure operated by the Forbes Shire Council 
 

Daryl Nielsen – Lake Cowal Foundation and Independent Scientist 
x Receives reimbursement of travel costs for attending CEMCC meetings, from time to time 
x Director of Lake Cowal Foundation which receives annul payments from Barrick 

 

Ally Coe – Wiradjuri Condobolin Corporation 
x Wiradjuri Condobolin Corporation receives compensation payments in accordance with 

Native Title requirements 
x Wiradjuri Condobolin Corporation is a contractor to Barrick at the Cowal Gold Project 
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ATTACHMENT B – COMMUNITY RELATIONS DEPARTMENT PRESENTATION 
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ATTACHMENT C – ENVIRONMENTAL DEPARTMENT PRESENTATION 
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ATTACHMENT D – GLOSSARY OF COMMONLY USED TERMS 
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